Brigham Young University

BYU ScholarsArchive
Theses and Dissertations
1938

The Magnitude of the Fast Offerings Paid in the Stakes of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1916-1936
H. Lester Petersen
Brigham Young University - Provo

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd
Part of the Cultural History Commons, Economics Commons, and the Mormon Studies Commons

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Petersen, H. Lester, "The Magnitude of the Fast Offerings Paid in the Stakes of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints, 1916-1936" (1938). Theses and Dissertations. 5035.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd/5035

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please
contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

T H E MAGNITUDE OF THE F A S T OFFERINGS P A I D I N THE S T A K E S
OF THE C H U R C H OF JESUS C H R I S T OF LATTER-DAY

SAINTS,

1916-1936

A THESIS
SUBMITTED TO THE
DEPARTMENT

OF RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION

OF
BRIGHHM YOUNG
I N PARTIAL FULFILLMENT

UNIVERSITY
OF THE REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE D E G R E E
OF
MASTER

OF S C I E N C E

H . LESTER
MAY

PETERSEN
1938

189577

iii
TABLE OF CONTENTS
TITLE

I

CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE
CHAPTER I.

ii

INTRODUCTION

1-18

The Problem
Significance of the Problem
The Data
Limitations of the Data
Cautions about possible errors
Proceedure used in Securing Source
Data
Treatment of the Data
Use of Line Graphs
Further Treatment to Show
Relationships
Limits of the Study
CHAPTER II. HISTORY O F FAST OFFERINGS

1
1
3
4
5
6
6
7
9
12

13-17

CHAPTER III. AMOUNTS OF FAST OFFERINGS PAID BY
MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, 1916-1936 . 1 8 - 2 6
The Basic Data which were
studied
Total Fast Offerings Paid in
Stakes
Total in Urban and Rural Stakes
CHAPTER IV.

18
18
20

ANALYSIS OF FAST-OFFERING PAYMENTS
ON A PER CAPITA AND PERCENTAGE
BASIS
27-51
Per
Per cent of the Church Population who paid Fast offerings
27
Amounts of Fast Offerings paid
per Person
28
Fast Offerings Paid in Urban
and in Rural Stakes
31

iii

Payment of Fast Offerings
in Urban Stakes
Fast Offerings Paid in the
Rural Stakes
Per cent, Per capita and total
Amounts of Fast Offerings paid
in Stakes of the Church
Rates of change in Fast Offerings
for Urban, Rural and Combined
Stakes
Fast Offerings payments
presented Graphically
Variation in Total amounts of
Fast Offerings paid over a period
of years
CHAPTER V.

THE INCREASE OF FAST OFFERINGS
IN 1936 OVER PREVIOUS YEARS

CHAPTER VI. SUMMARY AND GENERALIZATIONS

32
35
38
44
46
49

52-56
57-63

Introduction
The Data
Observations from the Data
Major changes that have occurred
Further interpretation of the Data

57
57
59
59
61

62—147

APPENDIX

Table I
Table II
Table III
Table IV
Table V
Table VI
Table VII
Table VIII
Form I

62-101
102
103
104
105-144
145
146
147
148

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Problem
The problem of this thesis may be stated in four
questions:

(1) To what extent are "Fast Offerings"

paid by the membership of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints?

(2) What changes, if any,

have occurred in the amounts of these fast offerings
paid over the years 1916 to 1936, inclusive?

)3)

What differences and similarities appear to exist
in the amounts of fast offerings paid in the several
stakes of the Church?

(4) How do the rates of change

in the amounts of fast offerings paid during these
years compare with the rates of change In the Church
population?
Significance of the Problem
As an Institution the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints Is looked upon by its members as
occupying a unique and important place in the history
of mankind. Since this Church claims to be of Divine
origin, one of the principles recognized to have been
established anciently and embodied now in the present
day belief and practices of this Church Is that of
the fast and the attendant fast offerings.
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In the life of any institution such as the Church
there are always those who support movements within
the group and also those who fail to support such
movements. This is particularly true if the support
be of an economic nature. From Its humble beginning
in 1830, the growth of the Church has made any general
monetary offering within it such that the extent of
Its observance might reflect something of the trends
in both the faith and the economic life of its
membership.
So far as the writer knows, no study has ever
been made to discover the extent of the observance
of the fast offering and Its growth within the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This study
proposes, therefore, to assemble the available data
on fast offerings. It attempts to Interpret these
data, and to show changes in the magnitude of this
offering over a period of twenty-one years. Those
changes may have considerable interest to mature
students of sociological and economic problems, and
they may possibly provide useful information for
Church officials charged with the responsibilities
of policy making.
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The Data
In undertaking this study the writer found it
necessary to sift from the Church records all available
statistical material bearing on this problem. The
records that contain this material, as compiled and
kept in the Presiding Bishop's Office, show the number
of Church members who pay fast offerings each year,
the total amount paid, and the Church population of
each Stake. Search of these records to obtain further
information which might be of specific use in this
study proved unfruitful.
Before any real progress could be made on the
study it was necessary to secure permission from the
Presiding Bishop's Office, to use the data upon which
a study could be based.

Permission to obtain these

data was kindly granted as was permission to use them
1
in relation to the problems proposed in this study.
The statistical records of the Church are, therefore, the sources of information used for this study.
These data on fast offerings are prepared originally
each year in the Wards, then compiled into a Stake
record by the Stake Clerk, and forwarded to the PrePermission to use the compiled Information from the
records of the Church, for the years 1918 to 1936
inclusive, was given the writer in a letter, over
the signature of Bishop John Wells, from the Presiding Bishop's Office, dated April 30, 1937.
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siding Bishop s Office, where they are bound and become part of the permanent record of the Church, All
such compilations are kept as annual records.
The Church records show in this connection three
distinct items: first, the Church population of the
Stake; second, the number of Church members who paid
fast offerings; third, the total amount of fast offerings paid.

This information for an interval of

twenty-one years (1916-1936 inclusive) is the basis
of the work reported here.
The writer feels that the original information
is reliable in so fas as it is humanly possible to
make it.
Limitations of the Data
The data have certain limitations. Branches of
the Church which are outside of any Stake Organisation
and the Missions of the Church, are not included in
this study. Furthermore, the records of the Stakes
show only the number of persons who actually paid
fast offerings, although It Is probable that frequently
the offering of an entire family was credited to one
person. For this reason it is obvious that the amount
paid by those credited with payment sometimes appears
as a goodly amount.

5

An apparent defect In the method of recording
lies in the fact that only one member of a family
appears usually to have been credited with payment,
whereas the payment so credited undoubtly should
sometimes have been credited to the several persons
of the entire family. Had the records shown data on
this basis, the number credited with payment of fast
offerings would undoubtly have been much higher, and
the per capita amount credited by those who participated
would have appeared correspondingly lower.
Cautions about Possible Errors
In dealing with large bodies of statistical data,
there is always the possibility of error. In a few
cases of the records used in this study no figures
were given, either for population, number who paid
fast offerings, or the amount paid. In such instances,
these items were left blank In the thesis. The writer
has been careful in handling the data, and he employed
help in checking and rechecking figures. In all of
the computations a calculating and adding machine has
been used.
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Proceedure used in Securing Source Data
To facilitate the work of securing the data and
to guard against errors, a special form was worked
out in which the tabulations could be transcribed
accurately and systematically.

This form consisted

of a vertical column which listed the years from
1936 back to 1916. A second parallel column provided
space to list the population by years. A third column
showed the number of members who paid fast offerings
each respective year, and a fourth column showed the
total amount of fast offerings paid each year. For
purposes of the study each Stake was assigned a
number instead of its name.
Treatment of the Data
From the data secured it was possible to compute?
(1) The per cent of the Stake population who paid
fast offerings each year;
no fast offerings;

(2) the per cent who paid

(5) the average per capita amount

paid, as based on the stake population; (4) the average
amount paid by those who were credited with payment
annually; (5) the average amount paid per month by
those who paid.
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The computations made to express the per cent of
the stake population who paid fast offerings consisted
of dividing the recorded number of those who paid
offerings by the total stake population for each
respective year. The per cent found, deducted from
one hundred, was taken to show the per cent of the
stake population who paid no fast offerings in the
same year. The average per capita amount paid, based
on the stake population, was found by dividing the
entire amount paid by all members of each stake by
the population of the stake for the same year. The
average amount paid by those credited with fast
offerings in each stake was secured by dividing the
total fast offerings of the stake by the figures representing the number of those in the stake who paid.
The average amount paid per month by those who paid
was secured by dividing twelve Into the result secured
in the previous operation.
Use of Line graphs
In order to make more convenient comparisons of
the data for the various stakes it was found desirable
2.

The payment of fast offerings sometimes may have
been "bulked" toward the end of each calender year.
The calculations herein have been made solely on
an annual basis.
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to express comparisons and contrasts by means of line
graphs. By drawing the curve of population for the
series of years for which data were available, and
by drawing on the same chart a curve that expressed
the point of division between those who paid no fast
offerings and those who paid fact offerings over the
same series of years, a graphic picture was produced
to show over the time interval considered the trend
of the population, the changes in the proportion of
those who paid, and the changes in the proportion of
those who did not pay fast offerings.
On a second chart the population curve was again
drawn; while another curve which expressed the total
amount of fast offerings paid each year was drawn
with it. Such a graph permits one to make a comparison
between the trend in Church population as expressed In
numbers, and the growth of fast offerings expressed in
dollars throughout the time interval considered.
On a third chart there was shown a curve that
expressed the average per capita amount paid each
year, based on population of the organized stakes
of the Church. Above this curve another curve presented the average amount paid by those whom the records
credited with payment of fast offerings. This method
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permitted comparison of the per capita average to he
made with the average paid by those credited with payment each year in the series of years for which the
data were available. For final presentation these two
curves, together with a curve presenting the per cent
of Church population paying fast offerings, were presented in a single graph.
further Treatment to Show Relationships
After checking the comparisons expressed in the
three graphs already drawn, it became apparent that
they failed to express all contrasts which appeared
desirable to study. They failed to show all of the
relationships between the part of the population who
paid, the per capita amount contributed by those who
paid, and the entire amount paid by the organized stakes
of the Church. To overcome this deficiency it was found
desirable to make a fourth graph, in which three curves
expressing these quantities were drawn. The advantage
of drawing the three curves in the one graph became
apparent at once, because these three variables whow
interrelationships which could not be expressed if
either curve were omitted and only the other two shown.
As these three curves were drawn to express per
cent of population who paid, a per capita amount paid
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and a total amount paid, the vertical spacing required
the selection of a unit in which some common relation
ships might be expressed,

A S the highest percentage

of the population who paid fast offerings in any one
year never reached above thirty per cent, it is obvious
that this curve whould run below those expressing the
per capita and the total amounts paid each respective
year.

Since at no time was an amount of two units per

capita reached, any amount exceeding three units might
have been designated as 100% of the possible per capita
amount paid.
In checking over year-by-year the total amount paid
in the stakes of the Church it was found that this aggregate
at its peak exceeded two hundred thousand dollars, but it
never reached three hundred thousand.

This fact made it

possible to use five hundred thousand dollars as a limit
which might have been reached over the interval of time
studied.

Accordingly, any convenient space divided into

five relative parts may be taken as the height of the
ordinate of the graph, and to express for these curves
respectively, 100%, five, and five hundred thousand dollars.
This method then made it very convenient to express lower
per cents and lower amounts for each within the space
alloted and at the same time preserve a good proportion
for each of the curves appearing on the graph.
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For a further correlation of the fast offerings
considered from a standpoint of environment, it was
thought desirable to show contrasts, or comparisons,
between Rural and Urban Stakes within the Church.
These data are presented graphically in Figure 9.
In graph "A" of this Figure the per cent of Church
population paying fast offerings is presented, the
curves showing respectively (1) the average for the
Church, (2) that for the Urban population, and (3)
that for the Mural population.
Similarly, graph "B" (Figure 9) presents the per
capita amounts of fast offerings paid. In graph "C"
the per capita amount paid by those who paid Is presented.
By dividing the period studied into five year
intervals and by setting the year 1936 alone, the data
from which curves number one, two and three in Sections
A and B of Figure 9, are presented as a bar graph in
Figure 10. This Figure Is divided into four sections
A, B, C, and D.
As in 1916, the number of stakes in the Church
was 72. By 1926 the number reached 93, while in 1936
there were 117 reporting (118 organized). It appeared
desirable, therefore, to express this fact graphically,
together with a representation of the range and
variation in amounts of fast offerings paid by each
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of the stakes In existence at the three different decades.
Figure 11 has been drawn to present such data.
In Chapters III and IV, more detailed consideration
is given to the data presented in the accompanying figures.
Limits of the Study
This study Is limited to the magnitude of the fast
offerings in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints over a time interval of twenty-one years, 19161936, inclusive. The writer desires simply to show
the picture as it may be revealed form these data.
Ho attempt whatever is made to evaluate the present
method of keeping records, of collecting, or of disbursing
this offering.

There is no consideration given to future

policy or to the observance of this principle of fast
offerings. The sole purpose of the study is to show
what has happened over the period of years considered.
If those who have authority to formulate Church
policy, should find anything in this study that is of
worth to them, the study is humbly placed at their disposal.

CHAPTER

II

HISTORY OF FAST OFFERINGS
Sine© the establishment of the Church of 3esus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, the development of the
observance of the Fast Day and the paying of fast
offerings Is most interesting and inspirational.
This practice within the Church has been given much
praise; numerous statements have been made In Its
favor. In this study, however, it is especially
desired to give a resume' of its history in these
the latter days, i.e., since the organization of
the Church on April 6, 1630.
Fasting was a common practice anciently among
the children of Israel, as the following quotation
indicates:
"In the Old Testament ' To afflict the soul"
is the term by which fasting is usually
mentioned. .....Fasting probably meant
complete abstinence, though the Talmude
allowed lentils to be eaten during the
period of mourning. Ho work was done
during the fast and sackcloth and ashes
were sometimes used. The usual reasons
for a fast were either mourning or a wish
to deprecate the Divine wrath.
In the Hew Testament, We hear that frequent
additional fasts were imposed by tradition,
and that strict observers kept two weekly
fasts on Thursday and Monday—commemorating,
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as It seems, the days on which Moses
ascended and came down from the Mount.
After the destruction of Jerusalem by
Titus, a huge system of fasts was
Instituted, and the present Jewish
calendar prescribes 22, besides the
Day of Atonement, the Fast of Esther,
and the four fasts of Zec 8:19.
Christianity and fasting. Jesus refused
to lay down any specific injunctions to
fast. To prescribe forms was not His
purpose; all outward observance was to
be dictated by an Inward principle. He
Himself probably kept the usual fasts,
and individual ones as during the
Temptation. But he laid emphasis in His
teaching on the inutility of fasting
except as a part of personal godliness,
and gave plain warnings of its possible
abuse by hyprocrisy." 3
Very early In this dispensation the principle of
fasting was revealed. A mommandment given to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, on August 7, 1831, is very specific
as may be seen from the following:
"Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God In all
things. Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto
the Lord thy Cod in righteousness, even
that of a broken heart and a contrite
spirit. And that thou mayest more fully
keep thyself unspotted from the world,
thou shalt go to the house of prayer and
offer up thy sacraments upon my holy day;
For verily this is a day appointed unto
you to rest from your labors, and to pay
thy devotions unto the Most High: Nevertheless thy vows shall be offered up in
righteousness on all days and at all times;
3. Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by James Hastings.
Charles Scribner's Sons. 1930. pp. 260-261.
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But remember that on this, the Lord's day,
thou shalt offer thine oblations and thy
sacraments unto the Most High, confessing
thy sins unto thy brethren, and before
the Lord. And on this day thou shalt do
none other thing, only let thy food be
prepared with singleness of heart that
thy fasting may be perfect, or, in other
words, that thy Joy may be full. Verily
this is fasting and prayer, or in other
words, rejoicing and prayer." 4
In the Comprehensive History of the Church, written
by the assistant Church Historian, B. H. Roberts, the
following information relative to the regular fast day
observance is given:
"Among other calamitous events of the
period 1851-7, was "the famine" of
1855-6. This was occasioned by a prolonged drought and a plague of grasshoppers during the summer of 1855, from
which dual cause the crop that year was
well-nigh a total failure. ......In
addition to the loss of the other crops
by drought and grasshoppers, great numbers
of cattle died on the ranges from the
severity of the winter of 1855-6, which
also materially lessened the quantity of
food. And while the quantity of food was
lessened from these three causes combined,
the immigration of the saints was unusually
large, and during the same period "great
numbers of gold hunters enroute for California,
"says George A. Smith, church historian, "came
into the valley destitute of food, who were
fed and aided on their way from our scant
supplies.
In all these times of scarcity, measures
4.

Doctrine and Covenants. The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. Deseret News Press. Edition
of 1920. p. 95. Section 59:7-14.
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were taken to supply those who were unable
to furnish themselves. A fast day was pro**
claimed for the Church on the first Thursday
of each month, and the food saved in that way
distributed among the poor; (The practice then
begun has continued, and become a permanent
institution In the Church, only the fast day
has been changed from the first Thursday in
the month to the first Sunday of the month.)
and thousands of persons, who had an abundance
of bread put their families on rations, In
order to save the same for those who could not
otherwise obtain it. And so wise and liberal
were the regulations during these periods of
scarity, incident upon settling the territory,
that no one perished or even suffered materilly
for the want of food, and all were remarkably
healthy." 5
This fast day service was held the first Thursday
of each month, and it Included the paying of fast offerings.
During the interval from 1831 to 1855, no record appears
as to the regularity of the fast meeting and to the payment
of the fast offerings. Reference is made in an article
in The Deseret News

to special meetings, and for the

raising of funds for special purposes, but according to
the record fast offerings did not become a permanent
institution in the Church until 1855.
from 1855 until 1896 the fast day services, including
the payment of fast offerings were held on the first
Thursday of each month. In November, 1896, the General
5.
6.

I comprehensive History of the Church. Century one.
Deseret News Press. 1930. vol. Iv". pp.108-9-10.
The Deseret News. Church Section. June 25, 1932. p.6.
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Authorities of the Church saw fit to change the time of
the fast day services from the first Thursday of each
month to the first Sunday of each month, and this practice
7
has continued from then until the present.
With the introduction of the fast offering as part
of the fast day observance in 1855, a new problem was
presented.

It then became necessary to devise a method

of receiving and receipting correctly the fast offering.
The responsibility of receiving the fast offering and
keeping the records was placed upon the Bishops of the
Wards.

At the present time a compilation of these

records is recorded in the quartarly and annual reports
of each Ward and Stake.
The records of fast offerings during the earlier years,
(1855 perhaps to 1916) were general In nature and they
lacked uniformity.

With the growing experience and chang-

ing needs of the Church an approach toward uniformity of
records throughout its Stakes was found to be essential.
As kept in these early records the information was rarely
summarized, and hence it could not be made readily accessible
for a comparative study. However, In the course of time
the improvements in record keeping have made it possible In
any comparative study to use more effectively the data
collected from the entire Church.
7.

Ibid.

CHAPTER III
AMOUNTS OF FAST OFFERINGS PAID BY
OF THE CHURCH 1910-1936
The Basic Data which were Studied
The data obtained from the Church records which
show by stakes the Church population, the number of
persons credited with having paid fast offerings,
and the amounts paid, are presented in Table I.
8
entire table show in- this data for the 118

The

stakes of

the Church occupies forty pages of this report and is,
therefore, presented as an appendix.
Further than to present the data contained In
Table I and in some other tables which show basic data
It did not seem necessary or desirable to the writer to
present in detail the results as found for any single stake.
Total Fast Offerings paid in Stakes
In order to express the data recorded in Table I
in a condensed form fro all of the Stakes of the Church,
the population, the number who paid fast offerings, and
the total amount paid, were combined in one table. The
result is presented In Table II.

(See appendix)

8. In Table I the stakes total 119. This is the result
of one stake having its name changed and appearing in
the lists under both names. Ho duplication of computations, however, has been permitted as a result
of this.
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From the data set forth in Table II, the trends
of the fast offerings paid within the Church and to be
discussed in this study were found.

To make it graphic

the data from Table II have been reduced to Figure I.
The graphs have been drawn on semi-log paper, the
vertical dimension representing units of population as
expressed in graphs numbers one and three, while units
of amounts of fast offerings paid as expressed by the
same notation, for graph two. The units of time covering
the years 1916 to 1936 inclusive, are shown similarly for
all three graphs on the horizontal dimension.
For the year 1916, the data show that about one out
of every eight persons In the Church paid fast offerings.
The amount was approximately $1.50 for each person who
paid.

In 1938, about one out of seven persons In the

Church paid fast offerings. The amount paid was approximately
the sane per person as that paid in 1916.
In the year 1936, about one out of four persons in the
Church within the stakes paid fast offerings, while the
amount paid was approximately two dollars. During the
Interval, 1916-1936, the Church population within the
stakes increased about fourteen per cent, while the number
who paid fast offerings increased about one hundred eightyfive per cent. The amount paid by those who paid fast
offerings increased about two and two-thirds times.
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To make the data show the per cent of members
of the Church within the organised stakes who paid
fast offerings compare with those not credited with
paying, Figure 2 was drawn. The upper edge of the
shaded band is the population curve already presented
In Figure 1.

The lower edge of this band represents

the line of demarcation between persons credited with
paying fast offerings and those not so credited,

the

irregularies of this band are occasioned by the
fluctuations not only of the recorded population of
the Church within the organised stakes, but also by
the fluctuations of the per cent of total membership
who paid and who did not pay fast offerings. I N
general, one may perceive from Figure 2 that the
relationship of those who paid to those who did not
pay fast offerings over the entire period, 1916-1935,
showed little variation. In 1956, however, the proportion
of members who paid fast offerings compared with those
not so credited shows a marked increase over the previous
year, 1935.
Total In Urban and Rural Stakes
The organized stakes of the Church are groups of
communities that in large part are rural, but some stakes

21
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are situated in truly urban centers. This difference
in situtation suggested the possibility that there may
be differences in payments of fast offerings between
these rural and urban stakes. For this reason, it
appeared desirable to separate the stakes on this basis.
The population, and other data as given for the entire
9

Church in Table II, are presented for the Urban stakes
in Table III, and for the Rural stakes in Table IV.
appendix)

(See

Analogous data has been used in the construction

of graphs shown as Figures 3 and 4.

This was done in the

same manner as that used for the entire Church in Figure 1.
For the Rural stakes In the year 1916, the data show
that about one out of every eight persons paid fast offerings.
The average amount was approximately $1.33 for each person
who paid.

In 1935, about one out of every seven and one-

half persons paid fast offerings. For those paying the
average amount paid was approximately $l.42.
In 1936, about one out of every four persons paid
fast offerings, while the average amount was approximately
$1.77 per person who paid. In this interval, 1916-1936,
the population in the Rural stakes Increased about fortytwo per cent. The number who paid fast offerings increased
one hundred ninety per cent. The total amount of fast
offerings paid increased about three and three-fourths times.
9. The New York and California Stakes are excluded from
those considered as Urban because their organization
is comparatively recent, and they are not representive
of the Urban stakes at the center of the Church.

24
The data for the Urban stakes show in the year
1916 that about one out of every seven persons in the
Urban stakes of the Church paid fast offerings. The
average amount was approximately $1.97 for each person
who paid.

In 1955 about one out of every five persons

paid fast offerings. The average amount paid was
approximately $1.64 for those who paid.
In the year 1936 about one out of every four
persons paid fast offerings, while the average amount
per person was approximately $2.34. During the interval
1916-1936 the Urban stake population increased about
forty-five per cent. The number who paid fast offerings
increased three hundred per cent, while the total amount
of fast offerings paid increased about three and one-third
times in the same twenty-one years.

CHAPTER I V

ANALYSIS OF FAST-OFFERING PAYMENTS ON A
PER C A P I T A AND A PERCENTAGE BASIS
From the data contained in Tables I to IV, the
per cent of the population of the Church who paid
fast offerings, the amounts per capita paid, and
the amounts credited per capita to those who paid
were computed.

This was done for each of the years

considered in this study. The data were assembled
for each stake and they are shown in Table V .
Similar data compiled for the entire Church
are presented as Table VI; data for Urban Stakes
in Table VII; while in Table VIII, the data for
10
the Rural stakes are shown.
(See Appendix)
Per Cent of the Church population who paid Fast
Offerings
Thirteen per cent of the Church population paid
fast offerings of some amount in the years 1916 and
1917.

The number declined to twelve per cent in

1913, then increased gradually to twenty per cent
10.

An individual study of each separate stake in
the Church, if presented graphically from the
data shown in Table V , would involve an enormous
amount of work and it might not contribute much
to this study. Therefore, no attempt has been
made to present such data for each stake separately.
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in 1923. A general decline then followed. At first
it was abrupt, but through the latter years it became
more gradual, reaching fourteen per cent in 1935.
These data for all stakes in the Church as presented
in Table VI era shown graphically In Figure 3. Curve one
represents the per cent of the Church population credited
with having paid fast offerings.
In contrast to this general decline in fast offerings
ever a twelve year interval, 1923-1935, the facts for the
year 1936 showed that in that year twenty-five per cent of
the Church population within the stakes paid fast offerings.
This was nearly double the proportion of Church members
who paid fast offerings in 1935, and it was double the
proportion who paid offerings in 1916.
Amounts of Fast Offerings Paid Per Parson
For those who paid at all nineteen cents per capita
was paid as fast offerings In 1916. From 1916 to 1923
the per capita payment for the total stake membership
Increased to thirty cents. Then followed a general decline
in the amounts paid. At first the decline was gradual,
but through the latter years the decline became abrupt.
Only twenty-one cents per capita was paid in the year
1933 and again in 1935. the nineteen cents paid in 1916
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was the lowest per capita amount paid in any year in
the entire period, although in each of the years 1917,
1933 and 1935, twenty-one cents was paid.

This amount

was but slightly above the payment in the year 1916. In
curve two of Figure 5 the per capita amount of fast
offerings paid during 1916-1936 Is shown.
In marked contrast to this decline in the per
capita payment of fast offerings in the Church over
the twenty year interval, 1916-1935, forty-nine cents
per capita was paid in the stakes of the Church in the
year 1936. This was two and six-tenths times as much as
the amount paid per person in 1916. It was sixty-five
per cent greater than the per capita amount paid in 1923.
The year 1923 showed the highest per capita payment
between the years 1916 and 1935. The per capita payment
in 1936 was one and one-third times more than the per
capita payment in 1935.
In 1916 an average of $1.49 was paid as fast
offerings by each person who paid.

From 1916 to 1919

there was a regular increase in this amount up to $1.81.
Then followed a gradual decline to the year 1923 when a
per capita payment of $1.46 was made by those who paid.
This was the lowest per capita payment for any of the
years from 1916 to 1936.

A rather regular curve of per capita payments
continues from 1924 to 1932, hut after 1932 there was
an abrupt decline to $1.50 for 1933, $1.54 for 1934,
and $1.51 In 1935. Within the Interval 1916-1935, the
par capita payment by those who paid fast offerings was
the lowest in 1916. The second lowest year was 1923.
The year 1935 was the third lowest.
In 1930 the per capita payment of fast offerings
made by those who paid increased to $1.93. This amount
represented an Increase over the year 1935 of about
twenty-eight per cent, while it exceeds the lowest
year (1923) by thirty-two par cant. The amount of
fast offerings paid per capita by those who paid during
1916-1936 is represented in curve three of Figure 5.
Fast Offerings paid in Urban and in Rural Stakes
In most populations marked economic differences may
be expected to exist between Industrial centers and
sparsely populated areas. It is interesting to study
the differences in the fast offerings payments between
the Urban and Rural populations of the Church, for this
study, therefore, the organized stakes of the Church ware
classified into two groups, Urban and Rural. This was
dona in order to discover and compare any possible differences
in the payment of fast offerings made in Urban and Rural
ares.

32
Thirteen stakes that embrace the most thickly
populated areas within the Church were classified as
Urban stakes. The remaining one hundred five stakes
were classified as Rural stakes. Based upon this
division, the data presented in Tables VII and VIII
for the Rural and Urban stakes respectively were
compiled in the same manner as were the data in Table
VI for the entire Church.
Payment of Fast Offerings In Urban Stakes
For the years 1916. 1917, 1918, fourteen per cent
of the population thus classed as Urban paid fast offerings.
From that point on the Increase is irregular but upward
to the year 1923 when twenty-one per cent of the Urban
population paid fast offerings. This was the highest
record of payment for the years 1916 to 1935. From
1924. when twenty per cent paid, until 1935, the general
trend showed an Increase of approximately twenty-nine par
cent In the number of Church members who paid any fast
offerings in the Urban stakes of the Church.
The data shown in Table VII (see appendix) are
presented graphically in Figure 0.

In this Figure

curve one represents the per cent of Urban Church
population who paid fast offerings.

In the year 1956 twenty-eight per cent of the
Urban population of the Church paid fast offerings.
This was an increase of about fifty-five per cant over
the number who paid In 1955. In the stakes classified
hare as Urban the total amount paid as fast offerings
for 1956 was one hundred per cent above the payment
for 1916.
In 1916 the per capita fast offerings paid by the
membership of the Urban stakes was twenty-six cents.
There was a rapit rise from 1918 to 1923, when forty
cents per capita was paid. The 1925 payment was
followed by a general but fluctuating decline to twentyeight cents per capita in 1935. The 1956 par capita
payment in Urban stakes was sixty-five cents. This is
shown in curve two Figure 6.
The par capita payment of fast offerings in the
Urban stakes in 1956 was an increase over 1955 of about
one hundred thirty-two par cent. The 1956 payment was
an increase of about one hundred fifty per cent over the
year 1916.
In 1916 the per capita amount paid by those who paid
in the Urban stakes was f1.97. This was followed by »
rapid increase to §2.20 In 1919. There was than a gradual
but irregular decline to fl.64 in 1935. In 1936 the par
capita amount paid by those who paid was #2.34.
shown in curve three of Figure 6.

This is
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The Increase In per capita amount paid by those
who paid fast offerings in the Urban stakes in 1919
over that of 1916 was about twelve per cent. The per
capita amount paid by those who paid in 1935 was about
twenty per cent below that of 1916 and about thirty-four
f

per cent below the high payment of 1919, The per capita
amount paid by those who paid in 1936 was about nineteen
per cent above the payment made in 1916 and about fortythree per cent above the payment made in 1935.
Fast Offerings paid In the Kural Stakes
In the year 1916, twelve per cent of the Church
population in the stakes classified here as rural were
credited with the payment of fast offerings• There was
a gradual Increase up to the year 1983, when twenty per
cent of the members in these stakes participated. From
the peak of 1923 there was a marked decrease in 1955 when
only thirteen per cent of the Rural stake population paid
fast offerings. From the years 1916 to 1935 there was a
total ultimate Increase of but one per cent. This is
shown In Table VIII and curve one of Figure 7.
Twenty-four per cent of the population in these Rural
stakes paid fast offerings in 193$. The Increase over 1935
was eighty-five per cent, while it wtfas one hundred per cent
increase over 1916. The increase in percentage of Rural
population who paid fast offerings in 1935 over 1916 was
eight-tenths of one per cent.

In 191$ the per capita fast offerings paid by the
membership of the Rural stakes was seventeen cents. There
was a general rapid Increase in the per capita amount of
fast offerings paid in the Rural stakes to twenty-seven
cents in 192$. There followed a general but somewhat Irregular
decline in per capita amounts paid to the 1935 payment which
was nineteen cents. There was a payment of forty-three cents
In 1936.
The most noticeable irregularity in per capita fast
offerings paid for the Rural stake membership occurred
in 1933 whan there was a par capita amount paid of but
eighteen cents. The increase in the par capita amount
paid by the membership of the Rural stakes between 1910
and 1935 was about twelve par cent. The increase in 1936
of per capita fast offering payment for the Rural stake
population over 1935 was approximately one hundred twentysix par cant.
Xn 1916 the per capita amount paid by those who paid
was #1.33. The next four years the increase Is fairly
regular and rapid, reaching a height in 1920 of #1.69.
from the year 1919 the amount paid by those who paid
in the Rural stakes is noticeably irregular, but it has
a general tendency to decline until the year 1935, for
which a payment of #1.42 was recorded. The amount paid
in 1936 was #1.77. This is shown in curve three of figure 7.
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The lowest per capita amount paid by those who
paid in the Rural stakes during the interval 1910 to
1936 occurred in 19E3 when there was a payment of $1.32.
The increase of payment in 1933 over 1910 was about seventenths of one per cent. In 1930 the payment was a thirtythree per cent increase over 1910. It was a twenty-five
par cent increase over the payment in 1935.
Par cent, Per capita and Total Amounts of Fast
offerings paid in Stakesoft h e

church

The total amount of fast offerings paid by the
organised stakes in the Church from 1916 to 1930 is
shown in Figure 8. Curves one and two of this figure
are the game as one and two in Figure 5. Here they
have bean brought closer together and a third curve
(same as curve two Figure 1) has been added.
The fluctuations that occur in the per cents of
Church population who paid, as represented by curve one
of Figure 8. are affected by an increase or decrease in
the number who paid fast offerings. The fluctuations
in curve two are an expression of the increase or decrease
in the par capita amounts paid by those who paid fast
ii. After considering the data already discussed it
became obvious that other relationships existed
and that they should be developed. To do this
it became necessary to regroup certain curves
that have already been shown. This regrouping
and analysis is given here.
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offerings. Curve two also depicts the average amount
paid by those who paid fast offerings. It la obvious
that the two curves would have parralled each other at
all analogous points throughout their lengths If the
per capita amount paid by the stake membership had
remained constant.
As the two curves (par cent of Church population
who paid and the per capita amount paid by those who
paid fast offerings) now appear they are parallel at
no common points due to the fact that the per capita
amount paid constantly fluctuated to a different degree
than did the per cent of population who paid. Normally
one might expect that as the per cent of population who
paid fast offerings increased, the per capita amount paid
may have decreased. Thus the two effects would offset
each other and the result would be a fairly uniform total
paid by the organized stakes. But the total amount paid
does not show a constant trend for more than about four
consecutive years. 1922 to 1925. from 1923 to 1935 there
is a decided fall, followed with a sudden rise in 1935.
Curve three in Figure 8 shows these facts.
It is now in order to point out the Irregularities
and the similarities to be observed in the three variable
functions represented by the curves of Figure 8.
From 191S to 1918 the per cent of Church population
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who paid fast offerings shows a slight decline. The
per capita amount paid by those who paid shows an
abrupt increase. The total fast offerings paid in all
the stakes of the Church for the years 1916 to 1910
shows an Increase.
The per cant of Church population who paid fast
offerings and the per capita amount paid by those who
paid for the year 1919 shows a pronounced increase over
the years 1916 to 1910. While in 1919 the total fast
offerings paid for the Church population within the stakes
showed the greatest increase of any year proceeding 1936.
From 1919 to 1923 the par cent of Church population
who paid fast offerings shows an increase, while from 1923
to 1935 there Is a pronounced decrease. The per capita
amount paid by those who paid reached the highest point
in 1919, then follows a precipitate decline to the lowest
point reached in 1923. From 1923 to 1927 the rise is
irregular, while there is an accelerating decline to 1933,
with but little change to 1955. These facts are revealed
in curve two Figure 8.
The total amount of fast offerings paid by the stake
membership of the Church from 1919 to 1925 shows an increase,
This increase In fast offerings is the result of an increase

in »take population, even though for the same time
interval the per oapita amount of fast offerings paid
by those who paid decreased.
The total amount of faat offerings paid by the atake
membership of the Church for the years 1925 to 1930 shows
a consistent decrease.
There was a decline In the per cent of stake
population who paid fast offerings from 1925 to 19$0

f

while for the same time interval the per capita amount
paid by those who paid showed a slight Increase. It
appears that the decline in the number who paid
practically offset the per oapita amount paid, notwithstanding the increase in population continued to
exhibit the upward trend.
The year 1931 showed an increase in the per cent
of Church population within the stakes who paid faat
offerings and a slight decline in the per capita amount
paid by those who paid*

There was a decided rise In the

total amount of fast offerings paid by the stake
membership*

This rise in the total amount of fast

offerings paid can be accounted for by the influence
In par cent of the Church population who paid and in
the increase in population.
For the year 1933 there was a decline in the per
cent of the Church population within the stakes who paid
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fast offerings, the per oapita amount paid by those
who paid and the total amount of fast offerings paid*
In the year 1934 a slight rise is noted.
The year 1935 showed a daerease in the per cent
of Church population within the stakes who paid fast
offerings. There was also a decrease in the per capita
amount of fast offerings paid by those who paid. In
contrast there was an increase in the total amount paid by
the membership of the stakes. This increase in the
total amount paid may have been the result of an
increase in population within the stakes for the year
1955.
In the year 1936 there was a pronounced Increase
In the per cent of Church population within the
stakes who paid fast offerings and in the per oapita
amount paid by those who paid. The increase in the
per cent who paid and the per capita amount paid is
ample to account for the increase in the total amount
of fast offerings paid by the stake membership within
the Church. Curves one, two and three of Figure 8
show these facts.

A A

Rates of change In fast offerings for Urban.
Rural and Combined Stakes
The Rural population of the organised stakes of
the Church was consistently about four times greater
in total members than was the Urban population for the
years 1916 to 1936. This fact makes it possible to
proceed with reasonable assurance of safety so draw
comparisons between these two groups of stakes. Such
comparisons (see Tables VI,VII,VIII) are shown graphically
In Figure 9.
For the years 1916 to 1936 the average per cent of
the population who paid fast offerings in the Rural stakes
was always below the per cent of Church population who
paid fast offerings. The average per cent of the Urban
population who paid from 1916 to 1936 was above the per
cent of Church population who paid fast offerings.
An apparent source of error appears here because
the per cents are figured to the closest whole number
and fractional differences are omitted. Sections A,
curves one, two and three of Figure 9 show these facts.
The average per capita amount paid and the per capita
amount paid by those who paid fast offerings in the Rural
stakes was always below the same amounts paid by the
population for all of the stakes, while the Urban stakes
were above. Sections B and C, with curves one, two and
three in Figure 9 show these facts.
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In checking the variations that occured in the
per cent of Church population who paid fast offerings,
the per capita amount paid by the population and the
per capita amount paid by those who paid fast offerings
within the Urban and Rural stakes it was found that
frequently individual stakes in Rural areas exceeded
individual stakes in Urban centers. For this reason
there is no absolute ground of demarkation by which
It can be said that in all cases Urban stakes showed
a higher per cent of population who paid, per capita
amount paid are a higher per capita amount paid by
those who paid.
Fast Offerings Payments Presented Graphically
The comparisons of the average payments of fast
offering in the Urban, Rural and total stakes with
respect to per capita amounts paid and the per cent
of membership who paid fast offerings are made more
clear when they are presented graphically. This is
done by dividing the period 1916 to 1936 into four
consecutive five-year Intervals and by treating the
year 1936 as a separate interval.
The per capita amount of fast offerings paid in
the Urban stakes for the years 1916 to 19E0 were in
excess of thirty cents. The average per cent of the
population who paid fast offerings was about sixteen
per cent.
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From 1921 to 1925 in the Urban stakes the average
per capita amount paid exceeded thirty-eight cents. The
average per cent of members who paid exceeded nineteen
per cent. In the following five year period, 1926 to 1930,
there was a noticeable decrease In the average per capita
amount paid and in the average per cent who paid. In the
interval from 1931 to 1935 the average per capita amount
of fast offerings paid decreased to about thirty-two cents,
but the average percentage of members who paid exceeded
eighteen per cent.
In contrast to all proceeding years the average per
capita amount paid in 1936 reached sixty-five cents, and
in this year twenty-eight per cent of the Urban membership
paid some amount of fast offerings. Section A Figure 10
show these facts.
It Is noticeable that the average per capita amount
paid and the average per cent of the Rural stake population
who paid fast offerings was lower In every time period
considered than was that for the Urban stakes. The average
per cent of the Rural stake population who paid fast
offerings is higher comparatively than Is the average
per capita amount paid when these relationships for the
Rural population are compared to analogous relationships
of the Urban population. Section B Figure 10 show these
facts.

49
The average per capita amount paid and the average
per cent of the Church population of all the stakes
who paid fast offerings are intermediate between the
relationships of the Urban and Rural stakes. These
facts are revealed in Section C Figure 10.
A higher average per capita amount and a higher
average percentage of the Urban stakes membership paid
fast offerings than was the case in the Rural stakes.
The evidence for this is shown graphically in Section
D of Figure 10.
Variations in Total Amounts of Fast Offerings
Paid over a Period of Years
In total dollars of fast offerings paid in 1916,
the lowest stake reported a payment of about $150.00,
while the highest stake paid $5300.00. The mean total
amount paid in 1916 was $650.00. Of the seventy-two
stakes which paid in 1916, fifty-nine fell below the
payment of $1500.00
In 19S6 the diversity among the stakes in total
amounts paid increased. The lowest of the ninetythree stakes reported a total payment of about $100.00,
while the highest total amount reported from any one
stake was ¥7500.00. The mean total amount was $800.00.
Eighty-two of the ninety-three stakes fell below a fast
offering payment of $2000.00.
For the year 1936 one hundred seventeen stakes

reported the payment of fast offerings. In 1936 the
lowest amount paid was about $400.00, while the highest
amount attained was about $10,300.00. The mean total
amount paid in 1936 was $1600.00, but by far the greater
number, eighty-nine, of the one hundred seventeen stakes
fell below a payment of $3000.00.
In 1916 about sixteen per cent of the stakes of
the Church paid in excess of $1500.00 each as fast
offerings.

In 1926 about twenty-four and In 1936

about fifty per cent of the stakes paid fast offerings
in excess of $1500.00. From the data presented It
is evident that in total dollar payment of fast offerings
the year 1935 would have closely approximated the decade
ending in 1926. Figure 11 shows these facts.

CHAPTER V
THE INCREASE OF FAST OFFERINGS IN 1936
OVER PREVIOUS TSARS
The data presented in this report show first that
both the per capita and total payment of fast offerings
had gradually receded from 1916 to a low point at the end
of the year 1935. The per capita amount paid within the
organized stakes of the Church in 1935 was twenty-one
cents.

This was only two cents above the 1916 payment,

and it was nine cents per person below the payment of
fast offerings in 1923. In view of this change in payment of fast offerings over the twenty year period 1916
to 1935, and in view of what happened in 1936, the writer
believes that some definite change in administrative view
point took place about 1935. There was probably an attempt
made to restore the fast offering payments to their previous
place in the Church.
AS far as the writer knows, the Church leaders made
no public statements about their desires to increase the
fast offering payment until the annual conference of the
Church held in April 1936. From what was said then, it
appears that they had for sometime been anticipating some
possible changes in administrative policy. At a meeting

of the priesthood held April 6, 1936, a general plan for
the improved economic security of the Church membership
12
was discussed.

Evidence of the fact that payment of fast offerings
was considered by Church leaders to be necessary and was
to be included in the projected security plan is contained
in extracts of sermons delivered at a later date and in

which fast offerings are mentioned.

These extracts are

presented here.
"It gives me very great pleasure Indeed to
announce that we have had a remarkable and
splendid increase in the tithes of the
people since this Security Plan was first
announced. We have also had. as I remember
it. fully 100 per cent increase in the amount
of Fast Day Offerings paid. I rejoice in
this, and when we ask the people to comm off
the"dole" so to speak, we ask every man who
has a farm to farm it and not to let it lie
idle, and collect money from the government
of the United States." 13
"

12.
13.

In regard to the matter of improvement in the
observance of fast offerings, of course, there
have been only about three months, as shown by
the report, since the instruction and encouragement given by the First Presidency; but
the fast offerings have increased for the first
six months of this year forty per cent as compared with the same period last year, and the
number who have paid fast offerings has
increased forty-one per cent. There has been
an increase In per capita of practically the
same proportion. One of the interesting
"Launching of A Greater Church Objective." The
Deseret News. Church Section. Article by H.A.S.
April 25, 1936.
One Hundred Seventh Semi-Annual Conference Report
of the Church of Jesu Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Published at Salt Lake City, Utah.O c t o b e r2,3,4,1936.
p.7.
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evidences of what can be done with regard to
fulfilling the request of the First Presidency
that there be not less than one dollar paid
during the year per capita of the Church membership by all members of the Church is shown by
one ward, at least, in the Church, during the
past four or five years. That is the San
Francisco ward of the San Francisco stake.
For the past five years, they have had an
average of over one dollar per capita of
Church membership in that ward; and it is
a ward that Is made up largely of wage
earners and people who are engaged in dally
labor and earning moderate amounts.
"The fast offering, of course, is intended to
serve two purposes; the first is that it
represents the fasting of members of the
Church, —the abstaining from two m e a l s , and the attendance at fast and testimony
meeting. The people are strengthened
spiritually through such fasting, praying,
and testimonies. Secondly, in recognition
of the needs of those who are not so
fortunate as they, that they give the
equivalent in value of those two meals.
Thereby, they suffer no financial loss and
they gain a great spiritual benefit. That
is the true spirit of the observance of
fast offering.
"It is reported to us that, in some instances,
in order to make a better record, bishops
have encouraged the giving of funds or
obtaining of funds to be credited to their
ward that do not represent the individual
giving by the head or the members of the
family. We would suggest that the spirit
of this principle and the manner of observance
should be carefully followed. It Is for the
spiritual benefit of all Church members as well
as for the aid of those who are in need, and
should be carried out in the spirit thereof
as instructed by the First Presidency."14
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The Church Security Program was launched toward
15
the end of April 1956. At that time a specified goal
of one dollar per capita payment in fast offerings was
set up by the Church leaders for the membership of the
16
Church.
In 1936 a definite change In the payment of fast
offerings occured.

Of the 118 organized stakes of the

Church in 1936, numbers 61, 80 and 89 exceeded In 1936,
the one dollar per capita fast offering payment. The
data are shown in Tables I, II, V and VI. In the year
1936 the average per capita payment for the entire
membership of the stakes increased to forty-nine cents.
The three stakes in which the payments of fast offerings
in 1936 exceeded one dollar per capita, show amounts that
exceeded the Church average of that year by 114 to 171
per cent above the forty-nine cent average.
The three stakes with lowest per capita payments for
the stake membership in 1936 were numbers 8, 11, 98. The
average payment for the stake membership for these three
stakes was about sixteen cents, while the Church average
was forty-nine cents. More stakes fell below the fortynine cent average than exceeded It.
15.

One Hundred Seventh Annual Conference Report of the
Church ofJ e s u s Christ of Latter - day Saints. Published
at Salt lake City, Utah, April 4,5,6, 1937. p.4.
16. One Hundred Seventh Semi-Annual Conference Report.
October 2,3,4, 1936. p . 8 3 .

56

In the year 1935 fourteen per cent of the stake
membership within the Church paid fast offerings. The
per capita amount paid based upon entire stake membership
was twenty-one cents, while the per capita amount paid by
those who paid fast offerings was $1.51.

In contrast to

1955, the 1936 payments were as follows: twenty-five per
cent of the total stake membership paid some fast offerings.
The per capita amount paid based upon stake membership was
about forty-nine cents, while the per capita amount paid
by those who paid fast offerings was $1.93.
For the twenty year period 1916-1935 the highest
recorded proportion of total Church membership which paid
fast offerings was twenty per cent. The highest per capita
amount paid based upon total stake membership was thirty
cents. The highest per capita amount by those who paid
was $1.73.

The 1936 payments exceeded these previous

payments in all three instances. There was a five per
cent increase in the proportion of total membership which
paid; a nineteen cent increase in per capita amount paid
based on total membership, and there was a twenty cent
increase in the per capita amount paid based upon those
who paid fast offerings.
The inauguration of the Church Security Plan, with its
emphasis upon the payment of fast offerings resulted In the
phenomenal increase in fast offerings found to have bean
paid in the year 1936.

CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND GENERALIZATIONS
Introduction
In this study an attempt has been made to determine the status and the change in amounts of the
fast offerings paid In each of the years from 1916
to 1936 within the organized stakes of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, The general
problem was analyzed into four specific questions:
To what extent are "Fast Offerings" paid
by the membership of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints?
What changes, if any, have occurred in the
amounts of these Fast Offerings paid over
the years 1916 to 1936 inclusive?
What differences and similarities appear
to exist in the amounts of Fast Offerings
paid in the several Stakes of the Church?
How do the rates of change in the amounts
of Fast Offerings paid during these years
compare with the rates of change in the
Church population?
The data
The available data were obtained under the following heads: first, the Church population of the Stakes;
second, the number of Church members who paid fast
offerings; third, the total amount of fast offerings
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paid.

This information was found for a period of

twenty-one years, 1916 to 1936 inclusive. It is
found in Table I an appendix.
From the data secured it was possible to compute
the following facts: first, the per cent of stake
population who paid fast offerings; second, the per
capita amount of fast offerings paid by the stake
membership; third, the per capita amount of fast
offerings paid by those who paid.

This information

is reported as Table V.
Line graphs on logarithmic scales were used to
show the changes in the fast offering payments over
the twenty-one years studied.

These graphs are some-

what self-explanatory, and they are found throughout
chapters three and four of this report.
In order to make certain comparisons it was found
necessary to divide the Stakes into two groups. The
two classifications are known in this report as the
Urban and the Rural Stakes. Of the 118 Stakes,
thirteen are classed as Urban and 105 as Rural.
The data for this study came into existence in a
disturbed period In a perplexing economic world.

The

data could, therefore, be subjected to certain economic
analyses. The writer is aware of this economic problem
but he has purposely and consciously limited the analysis
of this study to the analysis that is presented in this
report.
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Observations from the Data
The organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints took place on April 6, 1930. From
that date until 1855, fasting was observed and fast
meetings were held, but it appears that during that
time fast offerings were not paid.
In the year 1855 the payment of fast offerings was
definitely connected with the fast day service. From
1855 to 1896, the fast day service was held on the first
Thursday of each month.

From 1896 until the present time,

by a decision of the general Church authorities, the fast
day service was changed from the first Thursday to the
first Sunday of each month.
The growth of membership and stakes within the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been rapid. This
fact is evident from the data contained in this report.
In 1916 there were 72 stakes and in 1936 there were 118.
With this growth in membership and organization changes
in record keeping became necessary.

Incompleteness of

the older records made it Impossible to secure summaries
of data about fast offerings prior to the year 1916.
Major changes that have occurred
The data in this report indicate that for the years

1916 to 1936 inclusive, the Church population in the
stakes increased from 374,534 to 533,913. This is an
increase of about 43 per cent. For the same interval of
time the per cent of Church population who paid fast
offerings rose with some fluctuations from twelve per cent
in 1918, to twenty per cent in 1923, to fourteen per cent
in 1935, then to twenty-five per cent in 1936.
Prior to 1936 the per capita amount of fast offerings
paid within the organized stakes of the Church was nineteen
cents in 1916, thirty cents in 1923, which was the highest
recorded amount prior to 1936. But in 1936 this per capita
payment amounted to forty-nine cents based upon stake
population. The per capita amounts paid by those who paid
any fast offerings for the same interval are as follows: in
1916, $1.49; in 1923, $l.46; while in 1936, It rose to $l.93.
For the twenty year period of 1916-1935, the total
Church membership increased about 43 per cent. The percentage of Church membership who paid fast offerings in any
amounts increased about eight eight per cent. The amount
of fast offerings based on total membership increased about
ten per cent and the per capita fast offerings paid by those
who paid anything increased from $1.49 to $1.51, or an
Increase of about one and one-half per cent.
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further Interpretation of the Data
When considered quantitatively the data in this
report show that the Increase in the amount of fast
offerings paid together with the per capita amounts
paid up to 1935 did not keep pace with the increase
in Church population within the stakes.
In contrast with the trend in previous years, the
year 1936 showed an increase of 133% over the per capita
payment of the Church membership within the stakes for the
year 1935. This represents an increase from twnety-one
cents per capita in 1935 to forty-nine cents per capita
in 1936.
The year 1936 also shows marked Increases in the
per cent of membership who paid fast offerings in any
amount and an Increase In the per capita amount paid by
those who paid.

The total amount of fast offerings paid

in 1936 exceeded all records of any previous year included
In this study.
As explained in Chapter three, the stakes were
divided into two groups, urban and rural. The data
show that payments of fast offerings with respect to
total amounts, to per capita amounts and to percentage
of membership paying at all that the Urban stakes were
higher than the Rural stakes.
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To show the spread in amounts of fast offerings
paid in the individual stakes, the three decades 1916,
1926 and 1936 were presented in graphic form. The
spread In amount paid varied widely.

In 1916 the totals

from the stakes varied from $150.00 to $5300.00. This
was a variation in per capita payment of fourteen cents
to sixty cents. In 1926 the total amounts received from
individual stakes varied from $100.00 to $7500.00; this
was a variation in per capita payment of six cents to
seventy-eight cents. In 1936 the total amounts received
from individual stakes varied from about $400.00 to
$10,300.00; this was a variation in per capita payment
of twenty cents to ninety-four cents.
The year 1936 showed marked increase over the total
amount paid in 1935, and over the maximum paid by any
stake in 1935. The stake paying the highest amount in
1935 was exceeded in 1936 by a payment of $2800.00. The
per capita increase of 1936 over 1955 was twenty-eight cents.
The data reported in this study reveal the fact that
from 1916 to 1935 the payment of fast offerings had not
Increased in proportion to the increase in Church
population. The year 1956 shows outstanding increases
in every aspect of the problem.
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The reason for the phenomenal Increase in the
year 1936 appears to have been the administrative
emphasis placed upon fast offering payment when
the Church Security Program was Inaugurated.

This

program carried with it the impetus and dynamic
leadership of the general Church authorities. A
response in fast offering payments from the Church
membership came as a result of such leadership.
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